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Subject: America’s Health Rankings 2021 Annual Report 

Dear [Colleagues/Members/Name]:

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to impact communities across the United States, it’s critical that we closely examine the preliminary indicators of the public health crisis’s effects on the nation’s health and well-being. While ongoing data monitoring and analysis will be necessary to understand its full repercussions, the data collected during the early stages of the pandemic can help us identify the populations most affected, prioritize the greatest challenges we face and shape our ongoing public health response.  

[bookmark: _Hlk89001592]I am pleased to share the America’s Health Rankings® 2021 Annual Report, developed by the United Health Foundation in partnership with the American Public Health Association (APHA). Building on 31 years of data and reporting from America’s Health Rankings, this year’s report features new publicly available data collected during the COVID-19 pandemic that reveal a complex picture of the nation’s health and provide insights into the early effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on Americans’ health and well-being.

The report highlights a dramatic increase of 17% in the overall U.S. death rate, as well as contrasting reversals of longer-term trends across several measures. For example, the number of Americans reporting their health was very good or excellent increased significantly, and the percentage suffering from multiple chronic conditions decreased. Additionally, while the report notes some positive trends in measures of clinical care, the nation faces continued challenges in measures of mental and behavioral health like drug deaths and e-cigarette use. Across many measures, the report found persistent and widespread disparities that affect Americans based on their geography, race and ethnicity, educational attainment, gender and other factors.

The United Health Foundation encourages policymakers, health providers, public health officials and community leaders to leverage the report’s insights around the early impact of the pandemic as they work together to address challenges and build on successes.

As you know, [Name of organization] continues to focus on ways we can best improve health and wellbeing of individuals, families and communities across the nation, including [customize for each organization’s mission and focus].

I encourage you to visit the America's Health Rankings website to view the full 2021 Annual Report and access the entire suite of America’s Health Rankings data to better understand and improve the health of our communities. Thank you for your ongoing support and please reach out with any questions or suggestions about how we can best use this data to advance our mission moving forward and better the lives of individuals across the country. 

Sincerely,
XX
To access the full suite America’s Health Rankings resources, visit https://www.AmericasHealthRankings.org/
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